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In 2008, Pope 
Benedict XVI 
gave us "a 
mandate" to 
"go forth and 
be witnesses of 
God's mercy, a 
source of hope 
for every 
person and for 
the whole 
world." 

 

  

 
 
“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father.  Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you 
clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’  Then 
the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  When did we see you a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  When did we see 
you ill or in prison, and visit you?’   And the king will say to them in reply, 
‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.”  (Matthew 25: 34-40)  



The students of Stella Maris Academy 
will work in collaboration with the volunteers at 
the Stella Maris Seafarers’ Center to meet the 
needs of the merchant marines who come to our 
shores from around the world.  These men are 
separated from their families 9 to 11 months a year 
as they work contracts to bring food, building 
materials, and automobiles to San Diego.  Most of 
the sailors are from foreign countries including the 
Philippines, India, Ecuador, and Eastern Europe 
and many of them are Catholic.  Fr. Jim Boyd who 
volunteers at the Stella Maris Seafarer’s Center, 
located at the 10th Street terminal, boards the ships 
and celebrates the Eucharist with these men.  How 
wonderful that he is able to bring the Body of 
Christ to them!  The center also helps the men 
contact their families through the internet or by 
telephone.  At Christmas time Fr. Jim brings the 
sailors gifts donated by the local community and 
being that we are Stella Maris Academy, he has 
asked for our help.   
 

As a school community we will fill 
100 shoeboxes with toiletries to be given as 
Christmas gifts to the merchant marines that land 
on our shores at Christmas time.  Unfortunately 
they will be unable to spend Christmas with their 
families.  Rather than having each family do the 
shopping, we are asking for a cash donation of 
$25 from each Stella Maris family as a 
Christmas offering.  We will then purchase the 
items in bulk using school scrip.  We will also be 
asking for volunteers to come to our shoebox 
wrapping party later this month.     
 

  Too often we write a check 
but the kids do very little to participate in the act 
of charity.  We are asking your kids to get busy 
serving the Lord!  This will be done through 
additional chores around the house offered as 
Works of Mercy.  A list of suggested chores is 
included. These chores can be done at your 
house, a grandparent’s house, or maybe an 
elderly neighbor’s.  Additionally, you may ask  

 
 
your child to give some or all of their weekly 
allowance as part of family contribution to this 
charity effort.  Please feel free to use your 
imagination with this project and make it 
meaningful for your kids.   The important thing 
is for the kids to do these additional chores with 
a spirit of generosity.  The teachers will remind 
them of this at school.       
 
 

  Get Started Now! 
1. Find a “Family Shoebox”- the bigger the 

better.  If you don’t have one there is a 
large collection of empty shoeboxes in 
the school office. 

2. Go through the chore lists with your child 
and pick some age appropriate tasks.  Fill 
out a chore slip for each chore after 
agreeing on a monetary value.  The goal 
is $25 per family.  

3. Put those kids to work!  When the job is 
completed, the child will place the chore 
slip in the Family Shoebox! 

4. Make a handmade Christmas card from 
your family and put it in your shoebox. 

5. Place your donation in the Family 
Shoebox. 

6. Send your Family Shoebox back to 
school on Nov. 6th for our All Saints 
Day celebration.  The students will offer 
their hard work and donations as a part of 
the offertory at the All Saints Day Mass.  
Fr. Rafferty will help them make this 
offering at the Eucharist.   



Junior Yard Suggestions 
 

·  Sweep the front walk 

·  Remove all the silverware onto a clean 

counter.  Wipe out the drawer and put the 

silverware back 

·  Trash Truck!  Walk around the house 

with a new trash bag and collect trash.  

Show all the trash to an adult before 

throwing it away 

·  Wipe the outside of the front door 

·  Wipe down the legs of the chairs in the 

dining room 

·  Empty your back pack, clean out any 

trash, organize your notebook and put 

everything back 

·  Wipe the baseboards in three rooms 

·  25 item pick up- put everything where it 

actually goes 

·  Empty the recycling bin 

·  Wash 4 windows  

·  Water the indoor plants 

·  Wipe out your lunch box 

·  Wipe all the door knobs in the house 

·  Wipe all the light switch plates in the 

house- remove fingerprints and grime 

·  Sharpen all the dull pencils in the house 

·  Collect all the pens in the house and 

throw away any that don’t work.  

Organize the rest in each location. 

·  Organize books in the book shelf 

·  Collect dirty towels and take them to the 

laundry 

·  Fold all the rags, dish towels, towels and 

pillowcases this week  

·  Empty the dishwasher 

·  Dust all surfaces in one room 

·  Wipe down the front of all the appliances 

in the kitchen 

·  Wipe down the bathroom counter 

·  Vacuum one room 

·  Go in your room and find five things to 

donate or throw away 

·  Sweep out the garage 

·  Wipe the mailbox clean 

·  Fold laundry 

·  Clear the dinner table, wipe the table and 

push in the chairs 

·  Set the table 

·  Take out the bathroom trash 

·  Clean all the mirrors in the house. 

·  Restock every bathroom with  toilet paper 

·  Sweep off the back patio 

·  Clean out everything that doesn’t belong 

under your bed 

·  Organize the hair accessories in your 

drawer.  Get rid of things you never use. 

·  Wipe down all the window sills in your 

house 

·  Shred papers that your parents ask you to 

·  Wipe down the patio furniture 

 



Senior Yard Suggestions 
·  Do a complete load of laundry from 

hamper back to folded and put away 

·  Refill all the soap dispensers 

·  Reorganize your clothes drawers 

·  Set all the clocks in the house to the 

correct time 

·  Wipe out the microwave 

·  Make your own lunch 

·  Wipe off every phone in the house- 

remove oil and grime 

·  Wipe down the walls in the kitchen 

·  Wipe off the dashboard and wash all the 

windows on the inside of the car 

·  Wipe all the fingerprints off the walls 

·  Clean out the car- separate trash and 

items and check with parent before 

throwing anything away 

·  Wipe off the tops of all the picture frames 

in the house- leave them hanging straight 

·  Pull weeds for 20 minutes 

·  Pre-dinner clean up.  Wash any pans and 

counters that got messy during cooking. 

·  Wash the car 

·  Clean a pet cage or area 

·  Wash dishes 

·  Mop the kitchen floor 

·  Reorganize the pantry- check expiration 

dates and throw out old cans 

·  Wash three refrigerator shelves 

·  Reorganize the game cupboard – put all 

playing pieces where they go 

·  Carry in groceries and put them away 

·  Vacuum out the car  

·  Refold items in the linen closet- get 

someone to help you.   

·  Plan a meal, make a shopping list, get 

someone to help you shop, prepare as 

much of the meal as you can.  Clean up as 

you go.   

·  Check all the smoke detectors in the 

house and replace the batteries 

·  Make dessert for the family 

·  Sort through all the condiments in the 

refrigerator with a parent.  Take out the 

trash when you are done.  

·  Collect all clothes out of your drawers 

that are too small for you- refold 

everything else and put it back  

·  Wipe down the outside of the kitchen 

cabinets 

·  Wipe off the computer mouse and the 

computer desk 

·  Clean the front entryway- put things 

away, wipe the front door, sweep or 

vacuum the floor 

·  Carefully wipe off and dust the keyboard 

to the computer.   

·  Collect and roll the spare change in the 

house- use that for this donation 

·  Address the Christmas card envelopes 

·  Clean up the sports equipment
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_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
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When:  every day once a week as needed 
 
Time:__________________________________ 
 
Supplies needed:_________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
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______________________________________ 
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